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BIG IDEA

God invites the thirsty to come, sit with him, and receive grace that leads to
wholehearted worship and surrender.

What Does Your Seat Say?

The preacher begins by asking what a chair, pew, classroom seat, courtroom seat, waiting-room seat, or dining-room
chair communicates. In church, a seat can mean more than attendance: it can signal whether you came to listen, learn,
belong, worship, or simply repeat a habit. His opening story about the woman who funded sanctuary acoustics but sat

in a dead spot shows that even the best place can become spiritually dull if the posture of the heart does not change.

A Seat Reveals a Posture

He argues that worship is not only about where a person sits but also how he sits—his mindset, expectations, and spiritual
alertness. The woman who refused to move from the spot she had occupied all her life illustrates how familiarity can keep a
person from hearing what others hear. The preacher then turns the sermon toward the question every worshiper must face:

Did you come hungry, thirsty, surrendered, and ready to be corrected or comforted by God?

(

The body adapts to repeated posture and so does the soul.

— The Soul Adapts

Isaiah’s Open Invitation

Isaiah 55:1-3 is presented as God’s broad invitation to everyone who is thirsty, hungry, and lacking money. The preacher
stresses that the invitation has no qualifiers: God says, 'Come everyone who thirsts. He also points out that God is not merely
offering things—bread, wine, milk, provision—but relationship: 'Incline your ear and come to me.' The goal is not just relief, but

that the soul may live through covenant fellowship with God.

(¢

Grace has given you and me a place that | could never earn.

— Grace and Covenant

The Covenant That Does Not Break

He highlights the promise of an 'everlasting covenant' and describes it as steadfast, unchanging, and sure. By referencing
David, whose life had both highs and lows, he shows that God's covenant love does not depend on human consistency.

Instead, God's steadfast love is the foundation on which believers can come honestly, even with weakness, and still receive
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His grace.
PARA REFLEXAO
Discussion Questions

1. What does your usual posture in worship say about your expectations of God?

2. In what ways have you treated worship as a routine rather than an invitation to hear and receive from God?
3. Why do you think the preacher emphasized that God wants relationship, not just gifts?

4. Where have you been tempted to spend your energy on what does not satisfy?

5. What does the phrase 'everlasting covenant' suggest about God’s commitment to His people?

6. Who or what most influences your spiritual discernment when you are seated among others?

REFLEXAO

Where Has My Heart Settled?

Consider whether you came to God hungry or merely habitually. Ask whether your soul has grown comfortable in spiritual
inactivity, like a body that has adapted to a repeated posture. Reflect on whether your heart is more shaped by God'’s

invitation in Isaiah 55 or by the voices around you at the table, in the room, or on the screen.

APLICACAO PRATICA

Move Toward Holy Hunger

The preacher’s concrete examples call believers to examine their daily habits: the car seat, the breakfast table, the office
chair, the phone, the television, and the church pew. Move from passive sitting to active listening when God speaks. If you
have been seated in a harmful community, like the table around Herod or the wrong conversations that gradually

normalize sin, change your seat. Come to God hungry, thirsty, and ready to receive what He alone can give.

(¢

It matters who you're sitting with. It matters who you're learning from because every
community normalizes something.

— Who Shapes Your Seat?

When the Room Becomes a Master

Using Herod'’s banquet in Mark 6, the preacher shows how a person can appear powerful while being ruled by the people
around him. Herod knew what was right but acted 'for the sake of those which sat with him. He chose the approval of the
room over the authority of God. The preacher extends the warning to pastors, leaders, students, believers, and political

groups, showing that compromise often begins at a shared table before it becomes a public failure.

«

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked nor stands in the way of
sinners nor sits in the seat of scoffers.

— The Warning of Psalm 1
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From Walking to Standing to Sitting

He uses Psalm 1 to explain spiritual drift: walking becomes standing, standing becomes sitting, and sitting becomes settling.
What once felt shocking can become normal through repeated exposure. The preacher warns that sin often begins by inviting
someone to walk along, listen, and stay long enough that contempt and cynicism become comfortable. That is why spiritual

discernment matters so much.
APLICACAO PRATICA
Practice Discernment in the Places You Sit

Pay attention to who is shaping your conscience in the places he named: the lunch table, the boardroom, the sanctuary,
and the political camp. Ask whether the voice of the room has become louder than the voice of God. Like the woman who
moved from the dead acoustical spot, be willing to shift position if it helps you hear clearly. Refuse the slow drift from

listening to approving.

Jesus, the Seated Savior

He contrasts human striving with Christ’s finished work. Jesus humbled himself, took the lowest place, died, rose again, and is
now seated at the right hand of the Father above every power and authority. The preacher says believers are invited to be
raised and seated with Christ, not by earning a place, but by grace. This is why worship is not performance for approval; it is a

response to acceptance already given in Christ.

(¢

Grace does not make wholeheartedness unnecessary. Grace makes wholeheartedness
possible.

— Grace Makes Worship Possible

REFLEXAO

What Is Sitting on the Chair of My Life?

Ask whether success, prestige, status, or safety has taken the seat that belongs to Christ. Consider whether you are
obeying in order to be loved, or because you are already loved in Christ. Reflect on whether your worship is divided or

wholehearted, and whether you are living from acceptance or trying to earn it.

The Final Question: What Do You Worship?

The sermon ends by bringing the listener back to the central issue: everyone worships something. Jimmy Carter’s interview
and his later question, 'Why not the best?, becomes a mirror for the conscience before the judgment seat of Christ. The
preacher closes by urging believers to give God their heart, soul, mind, strength, opportunities, influence, bodies, attention,

and worship, trusting the grace that invites the thirsty to come and live.

@ ORAGAO [

A Prayer to Come and Surrender

Lord God, we come thirsty and hungry, knowing we cannot earn the place You have given us. Pull our hearts away from

empty things, from the approval of the room, and from every seat of compromise. Give us discernment to know where we are
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being shaped, and grace to sit at Your feet with humility. Help us to receive Your everlasting covenant with gratitude and to

worship You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Amen.
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